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Master Hong Yi's Motto Calligraphic Calendar

Master Bhikkhu Hong Yi (1880-1942 was a born genius, had perfect fortune
and wisdom, treated every one with utmost sinceeityd utmost respect, and did
everything with passion and devotion. His worldlynda out-worldly
achievements reached zenith, had been enlightempegple, and would be
remembered forever. His worldly achievements indudpoems, prose,
calligraphy, drawings, chop engravings, music, altdma; he served his mother
with filial piety, looked up on his elder brothers afather, went along with
friends candidly, and taught students gently yeticity. In terms of his out-
worldly achievements, he succeeded the vinaya ofi-Nhan School, studied the
totality philosophy of Hua-yen School, and pracdcehe Buddha’'s name
recitation of Pure Land School; his physical, vertaamd mental karmas were
utterly purified and serene; he wrote calligraphfy smtras to develop people’s
mind. He indicated his parinirvana as a mixture swirrow and gladness, with
openness of the infinite space and perfection oé flull moon, and like the
sprouting branches and the blossoming flowers imirep. After his death, the
Hong School devotees have been gaining momentumreddhe word; followers



are increasing; whoever knows him would be cultedht On the auspicious
occasion of his 130 birthday anniversary, we miss him much more deeflge
great guru has left us long time ago, but his teagh still exist. When we look
at the present situation and reflect on the past,cannot but utter a long sigh.
More people have been drawn into ocean of sufferiwgere is the way to take
them of ? In recent years Yi Sheng Culture and Education Ftation has been
sponsoring concert in memory of the Master, andtrdbsiting the Master’s
teachings, calligraphy and drawings freely. Thisas effort to perpetuate the
teachings of the past master, and to erect whatfaHen down. The Foundation
has been paying high respect to the sage and thelléttual, encouraging the
new comers, donating for the cause of social ediweatand supporting cultural
activities. Now, it printed the Master’'s motto cigitaphic calendar for free
distribution. The motto, indeed the elixir to satlee world, shows the ways to
self-development, moral training, and social bemient. It leads one to the
attainment of Buddhahood, or at least the fulfillmeof manhood. It is easy
reading, spiritual inspiring, heart touching, anldsk instilling. When we read it,
and contemplate on it, our delusion will be claedi and our mind will be
purified; when we practice it, and remember it, weéll become a Buddha in
terms of religion, and we will become a sage inmerof ethics. Mr. Cheng
Shan-si adds more value to the calendar by calpgyaand painting. Both the
monk and the layman are perfect in art practicethbthe dead and the alive
shine upon each other. May all achieve what theywwia do! The real form is
formless! The conditioned phenomenon is uncondiéidn

---- Written by Cheng Chen-huang while travelingMalaysia one week prior to
the Moon Festival of 2010



